Obesity is the most prevalent nutritional disorder in developed countries so it is rather surprising that the 1974 International Congress of Obesity was the first to be held. Moreover, as a subject spanning so many fieldsphysiology, nutrition, biochemistry, behavioural sciences and even surgeryit is surprising that, until now, there has been no regular international forum for presenting original work.
The multidisciplinary nature of the subject is illustrated by some of the papers included in the first volume of the new journal: 'Is there a role for serotonin?'; 'Grocery purchases as a function of obesity'; and 'Long-term evaluation of very low calorie semi-synthetic diets'.
A review of recent papers is included in abstract form that will certainly enhance the value of the journal, particularly since they are culled from an unusually wide range ofjournals.
A little editorial discipline is needed since some papers quote references by name and date and in alphabetical order, while others use the numbering system. And, since librarians often need to know the length of an article in ordering photocopies, it would be helpful to follow the customary procedure of listing the first and last page numbers of references. it was usual to support the school of 'lumpers' which considered rheumatoid arthritis to be a nonspecific syndrome that could be precipitated by widely differing insults such as psoriasis, urethritis or ulcerative colitis. Indeed Reiter's disease, psoriatic arthritis and ankylosing spondylitis were considered atypical forms of rheumatoid arthritis. We now recognize these so-called varieties of classical rheumatoid arthritis as discrete entities. Although distinctive features exist for each disorder, they have much in common. They overlap with each other and with other associated diseases; many of them are inherited. This group has been termed the 'seronegative spondarthritides' in view of the central importance of ankylosing spondylitis. Professor V Wright and his colleagues at Leeds have described clinical and familial linkages between ankylosing spondylitis and the other diseases in this group: psoriatic arthritis, Reiter's disease, ulcerative colitis, Crohn's disease, Whipple's disease and Beh9et's syndrome.
In this excellent book Professor Wright and Dr
Moll review the whole concept which has evolved from their clinical and radiological studies obtained from a series of family studies over the past ten years. More recently the concept of the seronegative arthritides as a group has been emphasized from tissue typing studies particularly by the discovery of an increased incidence of the antigen HLA B27 in these conditions.
This important book will be read with profit by clinicians in many specialities and is strongly recommended. The whole work is well illustrated and there are extensive references up to 1975.
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